
Masses: 
Thursdays & Fridays, 9 am
Saturdays, 5:30 pm
Sundays, 9:30 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017

MASS  SCHEDULE
    Saturday,  December 23 -  4:30 pm, Holy Cross
    Sunday, December  24 - 7:45 am, Holy Cross
    Sunday,  December 24 - 9:15 am, St. Martin’s 
 Desire Poirier by our parish family
 Sunday, December 24 - 10:45 am,  Holy Cross
    Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Masses 
         4:00 pm - Holy Cross 
         Midnight - St. Martin’s 
             Elsie Smith by Linda & Bob Columbus
    Monday, December 25 - Christmas Day -  10 am, Holy Cross
    Tuesday - No Mass at Holy Cross, 9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
    Wednesday - 8 am at Holy Cross, 9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
    Thursday -  9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
    Saturday,  December 30 -  4:30 pm, Holy Cross
    Sunday, December  31 - 7:45 am, Holy Cross
    Sunday,  December 31 - 9:15 am, St. Martin’s 
 Mary White by Steve & Barbara White
 Sunday, December 31 - 10:45 am,  Holy Cross
    Monday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary 
         8 am  - Holy Cross 
         10 am - St. Martin’s 
             

Weekly, Dec 17: $1,000    Fuel:  $260     Immaculate Conception: $25    
Christmas Flowers: $5       Retirement Fund for Religious: $50

Pray for the Sick and Shut Ins
Please pray for Raymond Emond, Jennie House, Dianne Murray, Gianna 
Howlett, Janet Clark, Marie Quader, Marie Jacques, Trey Niles, Margaret 
Murdock, Connie Hamel, Sandy Kulvete, Alice Ostrowski, Deb Nichols, Mary 
Amistadi, Dylan Murray, Anne Marie Beliveau, Alicia Wieszorek, Claudette 
Yackowski, Emma Blais, Angela Martin, George Yackowski, Donald Leblanc.

Policy for Daily Mass in Winter
If school is cancelled or delayed on a day that daily Mass is scheduled, 
that Mass will be cancelled for the safety of all.

Pray the Rosary
Come early, and join in praying the Rosary 30 minutes before Mass each Sunday.

 

Mass Intentions
Mass Intentions can be scheduled by calling the rectory at 978-939-5588, by 
emailing saintmartinchurch@mail.com, or by speaking to Pat Gale after Mass.

Weekday Mass Cancellations
When conditions warrant “Delays or No School” cancellations, there will be 
NO MASS also. Mass intentions can be transferred to another day.  

We value the lives of our parishioners. Stay Safe!

     Next Week’s Scripture Readings
Get more out of Sunday Mass, by reading ahead...

December 31, 2017 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3   •   Hebrews 8:11, 11-12, 17-19   •    Luke 2:22-40

Holiday Schedule
                              Christmas

December 24:   4 pm at Holy Cross
December 24:   Midnight at St. Martin’s
December 25:   10:00 am at Holy Cross

New Year’s Day
January 1: 8:00 am at Holy Cross
January 1: 10:00 am at St. Martin’s

(This year Christmas Eve is on a Sunday. There will be the usual Sunday Morning 
Masses and the Christmas Eve ones listed above. New Year’s Eve also falls on 
a Sunday, however, there will be NO New Year’s Vigil Masses that day. Instead 
we will have two Masses on New Year’s day.)

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
“And the Word became flesh” John 1:14

Jesus is God’s ultimate gift of love to us. The countless other blessings that God 
showers upon us are nothing compared to the gift of His only Son. The only 
appropriate way for us to respond to such generous love is with our own generous 
love. When we dedicate our lives to sharing all the gifts God has placed in our 
hands, the peace of Christ truly will control our hearts and we will know the 
joy of Christmas every day. 

2018 Envelopes
Boxed sets of collection envelopes for 2018 are available in the vestibule. If 
you have used envelopes in the past two years, a set with your name has been 
prepared. If you would like to begin using envelopes, blank sets are available.

Templeton Food Pantry
Non-perishable food items can be brought to the church any weekend. The 
food will be picked up and delivered to the food pantry at 16 Senior Drive in 
Baldwinville. The pantry is open from 9 am - 1 pm on Tuesdays.

Ministry to the Sick
Please call the rectory when someone is moving to a nursing home, confined 
to home or in need of prayers. Arrangements can be made to visit or take 
communion to the homebound. Please pray for all who are sick. 

The Notice Zone”
A quick reference to “Need to Know” and upcoming Holy Cross  

& St. Martin Parish Events
* Christmas Lights - LaSalette Shrine - Has been rescheduled to Dec. 30, 3-9 pm, 
   Rosary Sodality invites parishioners.  Call Joy Taintor 978-632-1104.
* Holy Cross Book Extravaganza, Feb. 4, 2018 see future bulletin for details!

Home Makers & Personal Care Aides
The Home Care Program of Catholic Charities is currently accepting 
applications for Home Makers and Certified PCAs in Leominster and 
surrounding areas. A variety of hours are avail-able. You must have a 
reliable car and a telephone. Please call 1-800-461-7131. AA/EOE.

Eucharistic Adoration Schedule
Adoration is held on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of every month from 
7:30 pm to 8:30 pm at Holy Cross Church.

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, 
how often must I forgive? As many as seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I say to 



Dear Parish Family, Merry Christmas!
    I am very happy to have my first Christmas among you and with you as your 
pastor. As we celebrate this year’s Christmas, there are many things each one 
of us is joyful about and thankful for. And that is great, indeed.
   However, above all, let each one of us be joyful about and thankful for 
the fact that, during this year’s Advent season, God has given us yet another 
opportunity to reflect upon our lives and to truly prepare the way in our hearts 
and lives for Him to come in without obstacles.
   Let us all rejoice because the Only Begotten Son of God, our Lord, through 
whom every created order came to be, has been born in the world to save us. 
Let us always live out, among our fellow human beings, the love that God 
showed us by letting his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, be born on earth to bring 
us peace and fullness of life. Let us be a light to the world because we are 
Christians and because the Lord truly lives in our hearts.
   Again, Merry Christmas to you all!
                                                                             - Fr. Patrick Ssekyole

Winter Fest Dinner
A Winter Fest Dinner will be held on Sat. Jan. 6, 2018 at St. Edward the 
Confessor Church, 10 Church St., Westminster from 5 - 7 pm. Menu will be 
Pork Loin, applesauce, meatloaf, gravy, mashed potatoes, buttered corn, tangy 
4 bean salad, rolls, tapioca pudding and cookies. Cost of dinner is $10 per 
adult, $5 per child under 12 and children under 6 eat free. Tickets are available 

at the door. For more info, call 
978-874-2362.

            120   Club 
The “Big Drawing” will be held at 
the end of this month. All tickets 
must be paid in full to be included 
in the drawing.

         2018 Calendars
Calendars for 2018 are available 
in the vestibule. Thank you to 
Normand and Andrew Boucher 
of Boucher Funeral Home, 110 
Nichols St., Gardner, who make 
these calendars available to our 
parishioners each year.

Ministry to the Sick
Please call the rectory when someone is moving to a nursing home, confined 
to home or in need of prayers. Arrangements can be made to visit or take 
communion to the homebound. Please pray for all who are sick. 

Change in Hours at Food Pantry 
The Templeton Food Pantry is always in need of donations. Non-perishable 
food may be brought to Mass any Sunday and volunteers will deliver your 
donations to the Pantry. Please help our neighbors in need. The pantry is 
located at the rear of the Senior Center, 16 Senior Drive in Baldwinville, and 
is open  from 9 am – 1 pm on Tuesdays.

Change in Hours at Food Pantry 
Non-perishable food may be brought to Mass any Sunday and volunteers will 
deliver your donations to the Pantry, located at the rear of the Senior Center, 
16 Senior Drive in Baldwinville. It is open  from 9 am – 1 pm on Tuesdays.

Devotional Candles: Our Prayers Rise Like Incense
Have you noticed the new stand with votive candles, located in front of the 
painting of our patron, Saint Martin? A tradition in many Roman Catholic 
churches is to burn candles as a way to offer our prayers for others. As the 
candle continues to burn, your prayers are continually lifted to God.

Parish Registration
Are you registered in the parish? Have you recently been married or moved out 
of your parents home and still attend our church? We ask that you register as a 
new family or parishioner. You are not are not in our census unless you request 
it. If you are not receiving envelopes or parish mail, you may not be registered.
It is necessary to be a registered member of the parish when making arrangements 
for baptisms, religious education classes, marriage, sponsor certificates and letters 
of recommendation.

Help Complete America’s Catholic Church
The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 400 Michigan 
Ave NE, Washington, DC is in the process of completing the mosaic on the 
interior “Trinity Dome” of the Basilica. You can see an artist’s rendering of a 
portion of the immense dome that is s the pinnacle of a church that has taken on 
hundred years to complete. You can be part of making this inspirational shrine 
“America’s Catholic Church” as previous generations have done. Join with 
Catholics in the Diocese of Worcester in supporting the completion of the mosaic 
pictured at website: www.worcesterdiocese.org. Click on the picture and you 
will be able to give on line or send in a check payable to Diocese of Worcester 
with “Trinity Dome” noted on the check nd mail to: Diocese of Worcester, 49 
Elm St., Worcester, MA 01609.  

Templeton Food Pantry 
The Templeton Food Pantry is always in need of donations. Non-perishable 
food may be brought to Mass any Sunday and volunteers will deliver your 
donations to the Pantry. Please help our neighbors in need. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom.” 
As we await the coming of the Lord, let us rejoice and encourage our marriages 
to bloom by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 
WWME Weekends are Jan 20-22, 2017 in Duxbury, MA and Mar 17-19, 2017 
in South Kingstown, RI. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle O’Leary 
at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.

Templeton Food Pantry 
The Templeton Food Pantry is always in need of donations. Non-perishable 
food may be brought to Mass any Sunday and volunteers will deliver your 
donations to the Pantry. Please help our neighbors in need. 

   The Food Pantry is now located at rear of the Templeton Senior Center in 
Baldwinville. Pantry hours: 9 am - 1 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

St. Martin’s Catholic Church 
248 State Road, Otter River, MA 01436

Rev. Patrick Ssekyole,  Pastor    •    Richard J. Tatro, Deacon
Telephone 978-939-5588   •   www.saintmartinchurch.org

Office email: info@saintmartinchurch.org


