
Masses: 

Next Week’s Scripture Readings
Get more out of Sunday Mass, by reading ahead...

December 15, Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-18a  •  Philippians 4:4-7  •  Luke 3:10-18

Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Monday, December 9 is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, a holy 
day of obligation. Mass will be celebrated at Holy Cross Church at 8 amd and 7 
pm, and at St. Martin’s at noon.

Holy Cross Prayer Group
The Holy Cross Prayer Group will meet Tuesday, December 10 at 5:30pm in 
the Church Hall. Adults and young adults 13 years and older accompanied by a 
parent/adult are welcomed. “And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if 
you have faith.” 1 Matthew21:22

Diocese of Worceter Jubilee Year & 75th Anniversary
 Save the Dates: Please note the following dates for major celebrations during the 
Jubilee Year. Additional celebrations and dates will be shared once confirmed. Visit 
worcesterdiocese.org/jubilee for updated information/online resources. The first 
event will be held on Sunday, December 29 at 3:30pm-Feast of the Holy Family: 
Opening Liturgy for the Jubilee Year. Cathedral of St. Paul with a Procession from 
St. John Church to the Cathedral. Mass and reception along with distribution of 
diocesan materials for the Jubilee Year.

March for Life Registration Deadline: December 13
The 52nd annual March for Life in Washington DC will be held on Friday, Jan-
uary 24, 2025! Registration deadline is December 13. Buses leave from St. Paul 
Cathedral, Worcester on Thursday, January, 23 following the 7:30pm Respect Life 
Mass and return Saturday, January 25 about 1:00am. Cost is $150 per seat. For 
more information and to download registration forms, visit www.worcesterdio-
cese.org/respect-life or contact the Respect Life Office at 508-929-4311 or email 
aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org.

Christmas Flowers
If you wish to make an offering for our Christmas flowers and 
decorations, an envelope is available in the vestibule. Offerings 
may be given in memory of loved ones whose names will appear 
on our Christmas Flower listing and who will have a special 
remembrance at Masses during our Christmas Season. We ask 
these offerings be returned by December 15 to allow enough 
time for printing. Thank you!

Mass Intentions
If you wish to schedule a Mass for a special intention or remembrance, speak to 
Pat Gale after Mass or call the parish office at 978-939-5588. 

When the whole Israelite community left Moses’ presence, everyone, as his heart 
suggested and his spirit prompted, brought a contribution to the Lord for the con-
struction of the meeting tent, for all its services, and for the sacred vestments…
Every Israelite man and woman brought to the Lord such voluntary offerings as 
they thought best, for the various kinds of work which the Lord had commanded 
Moses to have done. Exodus 35:20-21,29

 
Second Sunday of Advent

December 8, 2024

MASS SCHEDULE
  Saturday, December 7 - 4:30 pm at Holy Cross
  Sunday, December 8 - 7:45 am at Holy Cross
  Sunday, December 8 - 9:15  am at St. Martin’s 
  Pepe Provonsil, 5th anniversary, by the Family
  Sunday, December 8 - 10:45 am at Holy Cross
  Monday  - Feast of the Immaculate Conception   
     8 am  and 7 pm at Holy Cross, noon at St. Martin’s          
  Tuesday - 8 am at Holy Cross, 9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
  Wednesday - 8 am at Holy Cross, 9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
  Thursday - 9 am at St. Vincent de Paul
  Saturday, December 14 - 4:30 pm at Holy Cross
  Sunday, December 14 - 7:45 am at Holy Cross
  Sunday, December 15 - 9:15  am at St. Martin’s 
  Claude LaBatt by Cathy Bourn
  Sunday, December 15 - 10:45 am at Holy Cross

November 24 weekly collection: $427     Human Development: $48  
December 1 weekly collection:  $607   
Second Collection this week: Retirement Fund for Religious 
Second Collection next week: Fuel

Pray for Sick and Shut Ins
Please pray for Steve White, Dino Poudrette, John DeMalia, Barbara White, Jim 
O’Malley, Jennifer Strong, Jason Hamel, Diane Lupaczyk, Thomas Lupaczyk, 
Marguerite Pouliot, Raymond Emond, Janet Clark, Trey Niles, Sandy Kulvete, 
Mary Amistadi, Anne Marie Beliveau, Emma Blais, George Yackowski, and 
Donald Leblanc.

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, we pray for the comfort of your love.

Pray the Rosary
Plan to come to church early, and join in praying the Rosary,  
30 minutes before Mass.

Rest in Peace
Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of parishioner Jim Alie,  
and for his family. The funeral will be held at 11:30 am Tuesday, De-
cember 10, here at St. Martin’s

Mass Intentions
If you wish to schedule a Mass for a special intention or remembrance, speak to 
Pat Gale after Mass or call the parish office at 978-939-5588. 

Sacrament of the Sick/Communion Calls
Please notify the rectory if anyone is hospitalized or confined to home due to ill-
ness, handicap or age, so that we may keep them in prayer, visit them and support 
them with the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and the Sick.

Will You Not Spend an Hour with Me?
Eucharistic Adoration will be held this Tuesday, November 26, from 6:00-7:00 
pm at Holy Cross Church. All are welcome to come and spend an hour of prayer.

Holy Face Devotion in Winchendon
You are invited to come and explore the opportunity to join the confraternity of the
Holy Face of Jesus devotion. Immaculate Heart of Mary will host his devotion 
every 2nd Thursday evening of the month at 7 pm. Next meeting will be on October 
10th downstairs in our chapel. The focus and prayers are to make reparation to 
God our Father for the irreverence shown Him in our world today. Jesus promises 
numerous graces to those who deepen their relationship with Him. 



St. Martin’s Holiday Fair -This Weekend!
St. Martin’s Holiday Fair is being held this week-
end, Saturday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 8 at the 

American Legion hall in Baldwinville.

The Fair will be open from 9 am until 1 pm on Sunday — so 
plan to stop by after Mass, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, a donut 

or a snack from the Baked Goods table ... check out the raffles, 
pick out a wreath for your front dor — and support St. Martin’s!

If you will a raffle prize, pick up will be available at the Rectory from 
3 to 6 pm on Wednesday, December 11, and after Mass next Sunday, 
Dec. 15, until noon..
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make this important parish 
fund-raising event a success!
  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24   
No 8:00 am Mass
	 4:00 pm Vigil at Holy Cross
	 Midnight Mass at St. Martin’s
Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25 
	 No 8:00 am Mass
	 10:00 am at Holy Cross
	

NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE
Tuesday, December 31, New Year’s Eve Day
No 8:00 am Mass
4:30 pm  Mass at Holy Cross
Wednesday, January 1
	 No 8:00 am Mass
	 10:00am Mass at Holy Cross

   
120 Club

Last week’s winner was #28, Melody Phelps.  
  

Baby Gifts Drive
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we have an opportunity to help 
young women prepare for the birth of their babies. A collection bassinet is avail-
able in the vestibule to collect new clothing, blankets, diapers and other items 
that will be donated to CareNet pregnancy resource center in Fitchburg. Here are 
items which CareNet always needs:clothes size birth to three years, for boys and 
girls; Digital thermometers for babies; Nail clippers for babies; Toys; Shampoo; 
Baby wipes; Diapers.

Word of Life
“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. As someone 
who has been there, I encourage you to support your friend in her new journey of 
being a mother.” Learn how at respectlife.org/support-her.  —  USCCB Secretariat 
of Pro-Life Activities “10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” 

Registrations will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis.  For more details 
and to download registration forms, visit worcesterdiocese.org/r or
Can’t attend this year but want to help?  Consider making a donation that will help 
defray expenses for our students who want to attend but might otherwise find it 
difficult to do so.  Thank you!

Rosary
30 minutes before Sunday Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30-4:15pm and anytime by 
appointment.

Sacrament of Christian Marriage
Plans may be made by contacting the 
Pastor at least one year prior to the  
intended wedding date.

Ministry to the Sick and Elderly
Please notify us when a parishioner is 
homebound or hospitalized so that we 
may visit the confined person and offer the 
sacraments of the Church.

Parish Registration
If you are new to the area, we welcome  
you to join our parish family. Please  
introduce yourself after Mass and register 
in the parish. We want to know and  
serve you.

248 State Road, Otter River, MA 01436
Rev. Patrick Ssekyole,  Pastor   •  Dennis J. Cormier, Deacon

Telephone 978-939-5588   •   www.saintmartinchurch.org

St. Martin’s Catholic Church

Coffee Hour This Sunday
A Coffee Hour will be held this Sunday, immediately 
following Mass. Stop by the Rectory to enjoy coffee, 
tea, juice, pastry, and conversation with your fellow pa-
rishioners!


